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Have you noticed the change in the 

phone number and address above 

and to the left?  San Diego County 

has moved from an office into a new 

building freeing up space for 

officers from the San Diego County 

Weights and Measures, the county 

Ag Commissioner’s Office.  The 

office space is large enough to 

house some of the UCCE (University 

of California Cooperative 

Extension) Farm Advisors.  Since the 

majority of the commercial small 

farms including ornamentals are 

located in the north county, four 

farm advisors are now housed in the 

new offices.  They include Valerie 

Mellano (Environmental Farm 

Advisor), Gary Bender (Citrus and 

Avocado Farm Advisor), Ramiro 

Lopez (Small Farms Farm Advisor), 

and myself.  Being housed in the new 

offices, gives us greater 

New Satellite Office Now Open 
  

opportunity and access to our 

clientele.    The offices are located 

in what is commonly known as 

restaurant row in San Marcos, in 

the old tax assessors’ office and 

right next to the seafood 

restaurant, Vera Cruz.  The address 

is the following 

Farm and Home Advisors’ Office  

334 Via Vera Cruz, Suite 152 

San Marcos, CA  92078 

And my new phone number is 760-752-

4715. 

Hopefully, we will be having an open 

house so that you can see the office 

and visit with us.  You should all be 

familiar with the office anyway, 

since most of us have had the 

unfortunate duty of having to visit 

with the tax assessor at one time or 

another. 

334 Via Vera Cruz, 

Suite 152 

San Diego, CA.  

92078 

 

Phone:  

760-752-4715 

 

E-Mail:  

bethke@ucr.edu 

 

 

CORF 

Program 

Schedule: 

 

Oct. 11 – 

ABCs of 

Plant 

Nutrition 

(Watsonville) 

SPANISH 

 

Oct. 19 – 

ABCs of 

Plant 

Nutrition 

(Ventura) 

SPANISH 

 

Nov. 7 – ABCs 

of Plant 

Nutrition 

(San Diego) 

SPANISH 

At the Farm 

Bureau 

 

Nov. 9 – Weed 

Symposium 

(Watsonville) 

 

UCCE San Diego County, 
Floriculture Farm Advisor 

760-752-4715  
 bethke@ucr.edu 

Floriculture News & Notes 

 

Threatening Pests and Diseases 

Last year I got an email from Dr 

Lance Osborne’s server in Florida.  

He warned of the occurrence of 

gladiolus rust at commercial 

growers in Florida.  One month 

after I put that in my newsletter, 

Gladiolus rust, a quarantine pest 

disease in California, was found in 

San Diego County.  Needless to say, 

when every I am informed of a 

serious pest that has invaded the US, 

I will pass it along.  My hope is that 

you will then watch for these pests 

so that we are not caught off guard 

and so that something serious 

enough to cause great harm to the 

industry is not spread. 

The latest pests on the radar are 

the following:  The Chili Thrips is a 

new quarantine pest in Florida and 

has been a real nightmare for Dr. 

Osborne.  It is likely that we will see 

this pest in the near future, so be 

aware of it. The following list 

contains a few of the new hosts 

that the Chilli thrips has been found 

attacking.  Of particular concern. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCCE San 

Diego County, 

Floriculture 

Farm Advisor 

Horticulture Research 

& Education 

Conference 2006  

 
This is an important conference 

that all of you sho uld attend.  I’m 

sure you are all aware that water 

and runoff issues are at the 

forefront of a lot of research and 

regulation of late.  At this 

conference, there will be an up date 

on the latest concerning this issue. 

Find o ut about conditional waivers. 

 

Here are just a few o f the 

presentations that will be giv en. 

 
New California Department of 

Pesticide Regulation Enforcement 

Response Policy By Regina 

Sarracino, Enforcement Branch 

Sup ervisor, California Department 

of Pest Regulation  

 

Pyrethroids in  Surface Water by 

Kean Goh, Ph.D., Agriculture 

Program Sup ervisor IV, California 

Department of P est Regulation  

 
Regional Standard for 

Phytosanitary Measures (RSPM) 

Number 24: Reco mmended Best  

Management Practices for 

Nurseries “Free From” P. ramorum 

(Sudden Oak Death) by 

Karen Suslow, Co-Chair, Nursery 

Seminars and Programs 

 334 Via Vera Cruz, Suite 

152 

San Diego, CA.  92078 

 

Phone:  

760-752-4715 

 

E-Mail:  

bethke@ucr.edu 

 

 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 

www.cesandiego.ucdavis.

edu/ 

Subcommittee California Oak 

Mortality Task Force 

 

What is a Conditional Waiver o f 

Waste Discharge Requirements for 

Irrigated Lands by Loren Oki, Ph.D., 

C.E. Specialist, Department o f Plant 

Sciences, UC Davis  

 

Update on Regional Conditional 

Waiver of Waste Discharge 

Requirements (CWWDRs) for 

Irrigated Lands Complying with the 

Conditional Waiv er Program by 

Rebecca Veiga Nascimento, 

Environmental Scientist, Los 

Angeles Regional Water Quality 

Control Board  

Doug Shibberu, Environmental 

Scientist, Santa Ana Regional 

Water Quality Control Board  

Wayne Chiu, Water Resource 

Control Engineer, San Diego 

Regional Water Quality Control 

Board  

 

When: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 

18 

 

Where:  PALA CASINO SPA 

RESORT, 11154 Highway 76, 

Pala 

 

More info: Go to 

http://ceorange.ucdavis.edu/h

recs/ 

 

 

ASCFG 2006 

National 

Conference 

and Trade 

Show  

 

When: 

OCTOBER 26-

29 

Where: San 

Jose, CA 

More info Go 

to the 

following web 

site:  

 
www.ascfg.org 
 

are the various woody ornamentals.  

Ligustrum japonicum   (ligustrum) 

Gardenia jasminoides  (gardenia) 

Pittosporum tobira  (pittosp orum) 

Hedera helix  English ivy 

Richardia brasiliensis  (Brazil 

Pusley or tropical Mexican clov er) 

Ocimum basilicum (basil) 

The damage to ligustrum is very 

significant. To see photos go to the 

following web page : 

http://www.mrec.ifas.ufl.edu/LSO/

thripslinks.htm 

 The latest disease that is picking up 

steam in Florida and can be found in 

California as well is Southern 

Blight, also called southern wilt.  

There is so much transfer of 

ornamental plant material to and 

from Florida that you should start 

looking for Southern Blight.  Here 

is a quote from a Florida inspector.  

"We’ve been finding a lot of 

Southern Blight in local nurseries.  

This is a little unusual.  We hadn’t 

seen much of this fungus in the last 

few years but weather conditions 

must be just right for it to be 

popping up.  We’ve found it in 

orchids, annuals, perennials, woody 

ornamentals, foliage and cactus.  

Nurseries may want to step up their 

scouting to catch this before it gets 

out of hand."  Good suggestion.  For 

more information on Southern 

Blight and how to handle it, see the 

UC Pest Management Guidelines web 

site: 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/r

280100711.html 

Threatening Pests and Diseases Continued 


